
BWS

Remind your 
partner of 
the key 
features of 
Kantian 
ethics



BWS

Why does Kant 
argue that the 
good will is the 
highest good ?
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Read the first two 
paragraphs of the 
Groundwork (Kant, 
1785) excerpt.

Write a 2/3 
sentence summary
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Memorise it.

There is no possibility of 

thinking of anything at 

all in the world, or even 

out of it, which can be 

regarded as good 

without qualification, 

except a good will. 

~ Kant, 1785, §393

Highlight it.



BWS

For Kant, a gute Wille is good 

irrespective of the outcome.

Explain to your 

partner Gordon 

Graham’s 

(2004) 

example of a 

good will with a 

bad outcome

1. Write it out, 

concisely

2. What if the good 

will was a weak one?
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Highlight and annotate the 

quotation(s) in Para. 3 that means 

a gute Wille, to be genuinely good, 

must muster all of its power, 

summon up all of its strength
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The genuine good will

“…yet would it, like a jewel, still 

shine by its own light as something 

which has full value in itself. Its 

usefulness or fruitlessness can 

neither augment nor diminish this 

value.” (Kant, 1785, 394)

Highlight it.

Explain it.

Memorise it.
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Create!

•Devise your own example of the 

inverse: a (strong) malicious will plus a 

good outcome

•Devise your own metaphor (opposite of 

Kant’s jewel simile)
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What makes a 
a good will 

good?

The good will
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What do you think 

makes an intention a 

good one, as opposed to 

a non-moral/amoral one, 

or an immoral one?



BWS

What does Kant argue 

makes a will a good 

one?

Clue 1: His Pietest 

background
Clue 2: Deontology
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Two things fill the mind 

with ever-increasing 

wonder and awe…the starry 

heavens above me and the 

moral law within me.

~ (Kant, 1788)

moral law within me
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