
Liberalism 

1. Explain and analyse three ways in which liberal thinkers have viewed human nature.  

 
Humans are rational beings. Liberals believe that humans are capable of reason and 
logic, and that we should be free to use our own judgment to make decisions about our 
lives. This belief in human rationality is often contrasted with the conservative view that 
humans are often irrational and emotional, and that we need to be guided by tradition and 
authority.  
 
Humans are equal. Liberals believe that all humans are created equal, and that we 
should be treated with equal respect and dignity. This belief in human equality is often 
contrasted with the conservative view that some people are naturally superior to others, 
and that we should have a hierarchical society with different classes of people. 
 
Humans are capable of self-improvement. Liberals believe that humans are capable of 
learning and growing, and that we should be given the opportunity to reach our full 
potential. This belief in human potential is often contrasted with the conservative view that 
humans are often limited by their circumstances, and that we should not expect too much 
of them. 
 

 

2. Explain and analyse three ways in which liberal thinkers have viewed the state.  

1.  

2. The state is a necessary evil. Liberals believe that the state is necessary to protect 
individual rights and liberties, but that it should be kept as small and as limited as possible. 
This is because liberals believe that the state has the potential to be oppressive and to 
interfere with individual freedom. 

3. The state should be based on consent of the governed. Liberals believe that the state 
should only be able to exercise power if it has the consent of the people it governs. This is 
because liberals believe that the people have the right to self-government and that they 
should not be ruled by a government that they do not consent to. 

4. The state should be limited by the rule of law. Liberals believe that the state should be 
bound by the rule of law, which means that it should be subject to the same laws as 
everyone else. This is because liberals believe that the state should not be above the law 
and that it should not be able to act arbitrarily. 

 

 

3. Explain and analyse three ways in which liberal ideas limit individual freedom.  

1.  

2. Liberalism emphasizes the importance of individual rights, but it also emphasizes the 
importance of protecting those rights from harm. This can lead to restrictions on individual 
freedom, such as laws against hate speech or violence. 

3. Liberalism is based on the idea of consent of the governed, but this can lead to 
restrictions on individual freedom if the majority of people vote to restrict the rights of a 
minority. For example, a majority of people might vote to ban abortion or same-sex 
marriage. 



4. Liberalism is based on the rule of law, but this can lead to restrictions on individual 
freedom if the law is unjust. For example, a law that criminalizes drug use or prostitution 
could be considered an unjust restriction on individual freedom. 

 

 

4. Explain and analyse three ways in which liberal thinkers have viewed the economy.  

1.  

2. Classical liberalism emphasizes the importance of free markets and limited 
government intervention. Classical liberals believe that the free market is the best way 
to allocate resources and promote economic growth. They also believe that government 
intervention in the economy is often counterproductive and can lead to inefficiencies and 
distortions. 

3. Modern liberalism recognizes the need for some government intervention in the 
economy, but believes that the role of government should be limited. Modern liberals 
believe that government intervention is necessary to correct market failures, such as 
monopolies and externalities. They also believe that government can play a role in 
promoting social justice and equality of opportunity. 

4. Social democracy is a more left-wing variant of liberalism that advocates for a 
strong role for government in the economy. Social democrats believe that the 
government should play a role in providing a safety net for the poor and vulnerable, and in 
regulating the economy to protect consumers and workers. They also believe that the 
government should invest in public goods, such as education and healthcare. 

 

 

5. Explain and analyse three ways in which liberal thinkers have understood society.  

1.  

2. Society is a contract between individuals. This view, which is often associated with 
John Locke, holds that society is formed when individuals agree to give up some of their 
natural rights in exchange for the protection of their other rights. 

3. Society is a community of individuals who share common values and goals. This 
view, which is often associated with John Stuart Mill, holds that society is more than just a 
collection of individuals; it is a community of people who are united by their shared values 
and goals. 

4. Society is a dynamic system that is constantly changing. This view, which is often 
associated with Friedrich Hayek, holds that society is not a static entity; it is a complex 
system that is constantly evolving in response to changes in the environment. 

 

6. Explain and analyse three ways in which liberal thinkers have viewed equality.  

1.  

2. Formal equality is the idea that all people should be treated equally under the law, 
regardless of their race, gender, religion, or other characteristics. This is a core principle of 
liberal thought, and it is enshrined in many liberal democracies. 

3. Substantive equality is the idea that all people should have the same opportunities to 
succeed in life, regardless of their background. This means that the government may need 



to take steps to level the playing field, such as providing affirmative action or other 
programs to help disadvantaged groups. 

4. Equality of outcome is the idea that everyone should have the same material 
possessions and opportunities in life. This is a more radical view of equality, and it is not 
widely supported by liberals. 

5.  

 



Conservatism 

1. Explain and analyse three ways in which conservative thinkers have viewed human 

nature.  

 
Humans are flawed and imperfect. Conservatives believe that humans are not perfect 
creatures, and that we are all capable of sin and error. This view is often contrasted with 
the liberal view that humans are essentially good and that we can be perfectible through 
education and social reform. 
 
Humans are naturally selfish and competitive. Conservatives believe that humans are 
naturally driven by self-interest, and that we are constantly competing with each other for 
resources and status. This view is often contrasted with the liberal view that humans are 
naturally cooperative and altruistic. 
 
Humans are social creatures who need community and tradition. Conservatives 
believe that humans are social creatures who need the support of their community and the 
guidance of tradition. This view is often contrasted with the liberal view that humans are 
independent and self-sufficient individuals who can thrive without the need for community 
or tradition. 
 

 

2. Explain and analyse three ways in which conservative thinkers have viewed the 

significance of the state.  

 

1. The state is a necessary evil. Conservatives believe that the state is necessary to 
protect individual rights and liberties, but that it should be kept as small and as limited as 
possible. This is because conservatives believe that the state has the potential to be 
oppressive and to interfere with individual freedom. 

2. The state should be based on consent of the governed. Conservatives believe that the 
state should only be able to exercise power if it has the consent of the people it governs. 
This is because conservatives believe that the people have the right to self-government 
and that they should not be ruled by a government that they do not consent to. 

3. The state should be limited by the rule of law. Conservatives believe that the state 
should be bound by the rule of law, which means that it should be subject to the same 
laws as everyone else. This is because conservatives believe that the state should not be 
above the law and that it should not be able to act arbitrarily. 

 

 

3. Explain and analyse three ways in which conservative ideas limit individual freedom.  

1.  

2. Conservatism emphasizes the importance of tradition and order, which can lead to 
restrictions on individual behaviour. For example, conservatives may support laws that 
restrict abortion or same-sex marriage, arguing that these behaviours are contrary to 
traditional values. 



3. Conservatism is often sceptical of government intervention in the economy, which 
can lead to less regulation of businesses and industries. This can lead to negative 
consequences for workers and consumers, such as lower wages and less product safety. 

4. Conservatism emphasizes the importance of individual responsibility, which can 
lead to a lack of support for social programs that help the poor and disadvantaged. This 
can lead to increased poverty and inequality. 

 

 

4. Explain and analyse three ways in which conservative thinkers have viewed the 

economy.  

 

1. The free market is the best way to allocate resources and promote economic 
growth. Conservatives believe that the free market is the most efficient way to allocate 
resources and that it is the best way to promote economic growth. They argue that 
government intervention in the economy is often counterproductive and can lead to 
inefficiencies and distortions. 

2. Government should play a limited role in the economy. Conservatives believe that the 
government should play a limited role in the economy and that it should only intervene 
when absolutely necessary. They argue that the government is often more inefficient than 
the private sector and that it can stifle innovation and economic growth. 

3. Individuals should be responsible for their own economic well-being. Conservatives 
believe that individuals should be responsible for their own economic well-being and that 
the government should not provide handouts or welfare programs. They argue that these 
programs create a culture of dependency and that they discourage people from working 
hard. 

 

 

5. Explain and analyse three ways in which conservative thinkers have understood society.  

 

1. Society is a natural order. Conservatives believe that society is a natural order that has 
evolved over time, and that it should not be tampered with too much. They argue that 
social change should be gradual and evolutionary, rather than revolutionary. 

2. Society is a hierarchy. Conservatives believe that society is a hierarchy, with different 
people and groups having different roles and responsibilities. They argue that this 
hierarchy is necessary for order and stability, and that it should not be challenged. 

3. Society is based on tradition. Conservatives believe that society is based on tradition, 
and that these traditions should be respected and preserved. They argue that tradition 
provides stability and continuity, and that it helps to bind people together. 

 

 

6. Explain and analyse three ways in which conservative thinkers have viewed equality.  

1.  



2. Equality of opportunity. Conservatives believe that everyone should have an equal 
opportunity to succeed in life, regardless of their race, gender, religion, or other 
characteristics. They argue that this can be achieved through a combination of free 
markets, limited government, and a strong emphasis on education. 

3. Equality of outcome. Conservatives are generally skeptical of the idea of equality of 
outcome, which is the idea that everyone should have the same material possessions and 
opportunities in life. They argue that this is unrealistic and that it can lead to negative 
consequences, such as a loss of motivation and a decline in economic growth. 

4. Equality before the law. Conservatives believe that everyone should be treated equally 
under the law, regardless of their race, gender, religion, or other characteristics. They 
argue that this is essential for a just and orderly society. 

 

 

Socialism 

1. Explain and analyse three ways in which socialist thinkers have viewed human nature.  

1.  

2. Humans are inherently cooperative. Socialists believe that humans are naturally 
cooperative creatures who are motivated to help each other. They argue that this 
cooperative nature is evident in the way that humans have always worked together to 
build communities and civilizations. 

3. Humans are capable of great things. Socialists believe that humans are capable of 
great things, both individually and collectively. They argue that this potential is often stifled 
by the capitalist system, which rewards greed and selfishness. 

4. Humans are equal. Socialists believe that all humans are equal, regardless of their race, 
gender, religion, or other characteristics. They argue that this equality is essential for a 
just and equitable society. 

 

 

2. Explain and analyse three ways in which socialist thinkers have viewed the significance of 

the state. 

 

1. The state is a tool for social and economic transformation. Socialists believe that the 
state can be used to bring about positive social and economic change. They argue that 
the state can be used to redistribute wealth, provide social welfare programs, and regulate 
the economy. 

2. The state is a necessary evil. Some socialists believe that the state is a necessary evil, 
but that it should be kept as small and as limited as possible. They argue that the state 
has the potential to be oppressive and to interfere with individual freedom. 

3. The state is a transitional phase to a stateless society. Some socialists believe that 
the state is a transitional phase to a stateless society. They argue that the state will 
eventually wither away once socialism has been achieved. 

 

 



3. Explain and analyse three ways in which socialist ideas limit individual freedom. 

1.  

2. Government control of the economy. Socialists believe that the government should play 
a large role in the economy. This can lead to government control of businesses and 
industries, which can limit individual freedom. For example, the government may set 
prices or wages, or it may restrict what businesses can and cannot do. 

3. Redistribution of wealth. Socialists believe that wealth should be redistributed more 
evenly. This can be done through taxes, welfare programs, or other means. Redistribution 
of wealth can limit individual freedom by reducing the incentive to work hard and to earn a 
good income. 

4. Restriction on individual rights. In some cases, socialist governments have restricted 
individual rights, such as freedom of speech or freedom of assembly. This can be done in 
order to maintain order or to prevent dissent. Restriction on individual rights can limit 
individual freedom by making it more difficult to express oneself or to participate in the 
political process. 

 

 

4. Explain and analyse three ways in which socialist thinkers have viewed the economy.  

 
The economy should be planned by the government. Socialists believe that the 
government is better equipped than the private sector to plan and manage the economy. 
They argue that the government can make decisions that are in the best interests of 
society as a whole, rather than the interests of individual businesses or individuals. 
 
The means of production should be owned by the people. Socialists believe that the 
means of production, such as factories, farms, and mines, should be owned by the 
people, rather than by private individuals or businesses. They argue that this will ensure 
that the economy is used for the benefit of all, rather than just a few. 
 
The economy should be based on cooperation, not competition. Socialists believe 
that the economy should be based on cooperation, rather than competition. They argue 
that this will lead to a more just and equitable society, where everyone has a fair chance 
to succeed. 
 

 

5. Explain and analyse three ways in which socialist thinkers have understood society.  

1.  

2. Society is a cooperative enterprise. Socialists believe that society is a cooperative 
enterprise, and that everyone has a role to play in its success. They argue that we are all 
interconnected, and that we must work together to create a better future for all. 

3. Society is a dynamic system. Socialists believe that society is a dynamic system, and 
that it is constantly changing. They argue that we must be open to change, and that we 
must be willing to adapt to new challenges. 

4. Society is a work in progress. Socialists believe that society is a work in progress, and 
that it can always be improved. They argue that we must never give up on our dreams, 
and that we must always strive for a better world. 



 

 

6. Explain and analyse three ways in which socialist thinkers have viewed equality.  

 
Equality of opportunity is the idea that everyone should have an equal chance to 
succeed in life, regardless of their background. This can be achieved through a variety of 
means, such as education, healthcare, and job training. Socialist thinkers who emphasize 
equality of opportunity believe that it is essential for a just society. They argue that 
everyone should have the same chance to succeed, regardless of their race, gender, or 
social class. 
 
Equality of outcome is the idea that everyone should have the same material 
possessions and opportunities in life. This can be achieved through a variety of means, 
such as government redistribution programs, worker cooperatives, and universal basic 
income. Socialist thinkers who emphasize equality of outcome believe that it is essential 
for a just society. They argue that everyone should have the same standard of living, 
regardless of their work ethic or contributions to society. 
 
Equality as a means to an end is the idea that equality is not an end in itself, but rather a 
means to achieve other goals, such as social justice or economic efficiency. Socialist 
thinkers who view equality in this way may not believe that it is possible to achieve perfect 
equality, but they may believe that it is important to strive for greater equality in order to 
achieve these other goals. 
 

 


