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• Thomas Hobbes 
(1588–1679)

• Edmund Burke 
(1729–1797)

• Michael Oakeshott 
(1901–1990)

• Ayn Rand
•(1905–1982)

• Robert Nozick 
(1938–2002)
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Why the name ‘conservative’?

tradition

authority
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kweX5

R0pLnc&t=132s&ab_channel=PhilosophyV

ibe

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kweX5R0pLnc&t=132s&ab_channel=PhilosophyVibe
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FtERI

5C9dvM&ab_channel=Carneades.org

Summarise (a) the key concepts and 

(b) objections to conservativism

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FtERI5C9dvM&ab_channel=Carneades.org
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Why the name ‘conservative’?

tradition

authority
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What do you 

remember 

about 

conservatism?
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What is the thrust of 
conservatisim?
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It has 

endured in 

the UK since 

about 1792
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It is also widely 

misunderstood
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It is not 

reactionary

not resistant to 

change

not concerned 

to restore what 

has been lost
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Reactionary 

politics

is viewed as futile 

and 

counterproductive
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conservatism is 

concerned with 

gradual, 

incremental 

reform
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reform is 

necessary to 

conserve what’s 

valuable
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change to 

conserve

to preserve that 

which is valuable
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evolution not

revolution
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analogy with 

old buildings



BWS

If you are inert 

and don’t act

The building falls 

into ruins
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Unlike Marxists, 

conservatives do 

not espouse 

destruction, but 

conservation
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What must be 

conserved?
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parliament
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Explain the 

concept of change 

in conservatism
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/

10.1080/13569317.2022.2045459

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13569317.2022.2045459
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Note that the Tories 

are not necessarily 

conservative
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ideological eclecticism
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Can you think of 

any current 

government 

policies that are 

liberal or 

socialist? 



BWS



BWS

maintenance

repair

development

reform

upkeep
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When did 

conservatism 

begin?
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as a response to 

the Enlightenment
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And as a response to 

the revolutions it 

spawned 

Glorious 

Revolution 

(1689) American 

Revolution 

(1765-1791)

French 

Revolution 

(1789-1799) 
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The Terror (1792)
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During the Reign of Terror, at 

least 300,000 suspects were 

arrested; 17,000 were officially 

executed, and perhaps 10,000 

died in prison or without trial.


