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Introduce yourself. 

Talk about your

• political beliefs

• plans for life 
after Bullers

1 minute
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The exam
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Unit 3. Political Ideas

Third of your overall 
mark/grade

One 2 hour exam

7172/3
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Analysis 

of paper
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The specification

A-level Politics 

Specification Specification

for first teaching in 2017 

(aqa.org.uk)

AQA | Politics | 

Subject content | 

Political ideas

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/politics/specifications/AQA-7152-SP-2017.PDF
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/politics/a-level/politics-7152/subject-content/political-ideas
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Core ideologies

•1. liberalism

•2. conservatism

•2. socialism

What do you think 

the key idea of 

each one is? Each 

in one word only!
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Human nature

The state

Society

Economy



BWS

1. What do you think 

humans are (like)?

3. What is the role, if 

any, of government and 

its institutions?

2. How do you think 

society should be 

organised?

4. What beliefs do have 

about the economy 

(taxation, spending, etc.)
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Each answer is, 

in effect, one of 

your political 

ideas

Your answers are, 

as a constellation, 

your political 

ideology: clusters 

of ideas
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thinkers
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development (over time)

Older, 

traditional 

versions

Newer, 

modern 

versions
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Optional ideologies

•1. nationalism

•2. feminism

•3. multiculturalism

•4. anarchism

•5. ecologism

Again, what do you 

think the key idea of 

each one is? Each 

in one word only!
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Homework

Research one of the optional ideologies, 

and prepare a short presentation (2-3 

minutes) on it. 

For: Monday 12 September 2022.
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A level = Politics

Unit = Political ideas

So, what is politics?

(a) What does politics mean to you?

(b) How would you define politics?
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Politics
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Read Boswell 

(2020)

What is politics? | The 

British Academy

How is politics 

characterised?

https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/blog/what-is-politics/
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The origins of 

politics
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The polis
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Polis = Greek city-states, 

3000 years ago!

Over 1,000 of them
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• Urban area, walled

• Citizens = (male) 

dwellers

• Surrounding 

countryside

• Public spaces

• Government buildings

• Temples, esp. 

acropolis

• Culture, trade, politics
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• Corinth

• Thebes

• Rhodes

• Argos

• Athens

• Sparta
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Sparta Athens

• Led by two 

hereditary 

kings

• Each male 

citizen voted!
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Optional 

Homework

Aristotle - Politics | Political 

Philosophy - YouTube

Aristotle

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQnGmGJgy98
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