
Guru Gobind Singh Story 

On Vassakhi Day (the Indian New Year) late in the 

17th century (the exact year is uncertain, though it 

was probably 1699), a fair was held at Anandpur, and 

all Sikhs were ordered to attend. The Guru remained 

concealed until the celebrations were at their height, 

when he suddenly appeared from a tent carrying a 

drawn sword and demanding the head of one of his 

loyal followers. At once the crowd became silent, 

wondering what had happened. The Guru repeated 

the command, and eventually Daya Singh 

volunteered and was taken behind a screen to be 

dispatched. Gobind Singh then reappeared, his sword 

dripping blood, and demanded a second victim. He 

too was escorted behind the screen, and again the 

sound of the sword could be heard. In this manner 

five loyal Sikhs agreed to die for their master. When 

he had apparently dispatched the fifth, the screen 

was removed, and all five were seen to be very much alive. At their feet lay five slaughtered 

goats. The five volunteers became the Panj Piare, the “Cherished Five,” who had proved 

that their loyalty was beyond question. 

Text adapted form: https://www.britannica.com/biography/Gobind-Singh 

 

 


