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What makes a source

a credible one?

Image: https://www.utep.edu/extendeduniversity/utepconnect/blog/march-2017/4-ways-to-differentiate-a-good-source-from-a-bad-source.html
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To what extent are 

you a critical, 

analytical & creative

thinker?

And to what extent 

are you information 

literate?
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Do the self-

audit
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Based on the 

audit, what 

can you do to 

improve 

academically?
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Meet Mary
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She’s been set a 

coursework essay

‘Critically 

assess 

Brexit’ 

https://medium.com/@sholikin1198/the-necessity-
of-homework-for-students-b985164827f3

https://medium.com/@sholikin1198/the-necessity-of-homework-for-students-b985164827f3


BWS

Mary knows that this 

is a debated topic.

Where should she get 

her info from?

She wants to be 

objective
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GCSEs, 

BTECs, and 

A levels are 

dominated 

by textbooks
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How reliable are 

textbooks?

What are the pros 

of textbooks?

What are the cons?

Should Mary use 

textbooks?
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What is a source?

A source is where 

you get __________ 

from.
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List kinds of 

source
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Rate each kind 

of source 1 to 5 

for reliability

5 = high 

reliability

1 = low 

reliability

Explain each 

rating
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What makes a 

source 

reliable?
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https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=b5pP6vd99pI&safe=true

Make detailed 

notes on the 

CRAAP test

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b5pP6vd99pI&safe=true
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/5271
2926

Apply the CRAAP 

test to this 

Newsround page

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52712926
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You could do 

this for other 

sources 
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What sources 

would you 

advise Mary to 

rely on for her 

coursework?
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Primary or 

secondary 

sources?

A primary source 

__________ original 

content.

A secondary source 

___________ such 

content

repeats,  reports
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Almost 

always, Mary 

should prefer 

primary

sources 
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What does 

that mean 

for the fate 

of the 

textbook?
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Finally, Mary 

should usually 

prefer peer 

reviewed 

texts
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Do you know what 

a peer reviewed 

source is---and 

how to find and 

read one?
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Use this chart 

to explain 

how peer 

review works
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Tools to 

locate peer 

review 

sources
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articl
es/PMC3687192/

Art of reading a journal 

article: Methodically and 

effectively 

A handy 

guide to 

reading peer 

reviewed 

journal 

articles

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3687192/
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The more you can 

acquaint yourself 

with peer reviewed 

texts, the better 

you’ll prepare 

yourself for uni

success

Image: https://www.mpw.ac.uk/locations/cambridge/student-life/activities-
sports/astar-epq-student-is-one-step-ahead/

https://www.mpw.ac.uk/locations/cambridge/student-life/activities-sports/astar-epq-student-is-one-step-ahead/
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Tell your 

partner five 

things 

you’ve learnt


