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Learning Objective

* Can I understand and identify different forms of Islamic art?

* Can I create my own geometric pattern based on traditional
techniques?
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What do you think of when you hear the term Islamic art?
I 4
y ﬁ What patterns or pictures come to mind?

Where do you think you might see examples of Islamic art?




Forms of Islamic Art

The term Islamic art represents all
art created in the Islamic empire
which was vast and varied in terms
of style. As the Muslims took over
more land, they inherited the art and
culture of those lands also. This
means that in the early days, Islamic
art was built upon the styles and
techniques of a wide range of earlier
artistic forms, such as those
developed under Byzantine or
Sasanian rule.
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Forms of Islamic Art

It was during the Umayyad dynasty (AD
661 - 750) that an artistic style which
could be clearly defined as Islamic began
to develop.

Some forms of Islamic art are shown
below. These art forms could be used on
their own or in combination with each
other.

Geometric patterns Vegetal patterns
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Forms of Islamic Art
Calligraphy

 Calligraphy, which is a
)? form of artistic writing,

| allowed early Islamic

artists to communicate a

text in a

decorative form.
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Forms of Islamic Art
Calligraphy

Calligraphy in the early Islamic
civilisation was used to decorate many
different items including manuscripts,
clothing, pottery, buildings and armour.
The photo on the right

shows a page from the
Qur'an, which is written

using calligraphy.
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Forms of Islamic Art
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of foliage and flowers

in a linear pattern.
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Forms of Islamic Art XA
Geometric Patterns

Geometric patterns were very popular in the Sy Ay (o WWI@P}” wils
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Aesthetic value in Islamic art

Architecture is normally portrayed by the highest degree of motifs and

ornamentation. Contemporary mosque designers normally focused on the majestic

looks of the exterior part of the mosques and leave the manipulation of the
interior space to the users.




* Design your own geometric pattern/form of Islam art!

* You can use any material you wish to make your
design, but it must be geometric.

* The more detail the better !
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Examples of
pencil draw
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Islamic art —
Hama beads
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Extension
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1. Can you explain how you created

your design?
2. Where can you imagine your

geometric pattern being used?







